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I. Abraham’s Journey of Faith
(Genesis 12 --- Abraham’s call)

   Intro: No one can understand the history of God’s redemption without understanding Abraham. (Lk. 1:68, 72-73) 
	Called God’s friend 3 times in Scripture (2 Chron. 20:7 ; Isa. 41:8 ; Ja. 2:23).  God’s call was given to him twice 	(Acts 7:2-3).  Abraham exemplifies true faith, for “without faith it is impossible to please God”. (Heb. 11:6)
A. God’s call to Abraham (vs.1-3) 
1.“Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the land which I will show you; and I will bless you, 2.and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; 3.and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse.  And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed’.” 

1. Commanded to go to a place he did not know – ‘simple faith in action’ (Heb.11:8)
God charges Abraham to go in full trust and obedience
· A 2-step process (Acts. 7:2-4) Mesopotamia of the Chaldeans to Haran and then on to Canaan
· The call to forsake all and follow – vivid obedience to God’s word
· N.T. Gal.3:6 “Even so Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.  Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham.”

2. God promises blessing to Abraham and through him to the nations.
· God’s 7-fold “I will” promise of fame and fertility.  (Boice, Genesis Vol.2 pp 445-448)
· This provides strong contrast to God’s judgment in Chapters 7 & 11.
· Abraham’s ‘seed’ foretells of the coming of the Christ (Gal.3:16)  This is the 2nd prophecy of the coming of the Spirit as promised, including Gentiles (1st Gen. 3:15) -- (Galatians 3:6-9, 13-14, 16)
· ‘Abram’ means the “father of many” but ‘Abraham’ means the “father of many nations”. 

***  The understanding of covenant with God has various aspects as it develops throughout Scripture.  Adamic, Noahic, Abrahamic, Mosaic, Priestly (Aaron), Davidic and finally Jesus’s promise of the New Covenant in answer to and fulfillment of God’s Old Covenant promises. 
This expresses the way God brings His blessing to His people
 
B. Abraham’s initial obedience (vs.4-9)
4. “So Abram went forth as the Lord had spoken to him; and Lot went with him.  Now Abram was 75 years old when he departed from Haran.  5. And Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his nephew, and all their possessions which they had accumulated, and the persons which they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan; thus they came to the land of Canaan.  6. And Abram passed through the land as far as the site of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh.  Now the Canaanite was then in the land.  7. And the Lord appeared to Abram and said, ‘To your descendants I will give this land.’  So he built an altar there to the Lord who had appeared to him.  8. Then he proceeded from there to the mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord.”  9. And Abram journeyed on, continuing toward the Negev.   

1. The trip from Haran to Canaan
· The over-all travel was likely 600 miles north to Haran, following the river and then another 500 miles south.  Direct route is about 400 miles (640km) but hazardous through the desert. 
· Whether in Egypt of Canaan, tents and altars are the stuff of Abraham’s life-style.  Abraham settles between ‘Bethel’ (house of God) and ‘Ai’ (the ruin).

2. Abraham makes two different altars for worship
· Gratitude & worship 
· The altars he built were a testimony to the name of Jehovah being established in the land.

3. God appears to reaffirm the promise 
· God confirms the truth of His spoken word sealing it by an authentic appearance …‘theophany’.
· God provides a type of the Exodus to come, foreshadowed in Abraham’s return to Canaan.  
· The promised blessing clearly prefigures the Gospel blessing that God would firmly establish in the coming of Jesus Christ. 

C. Abraham’s journey to Egypt (vs.10-20)
10.Now there was a famine in the land; so Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was severe in the land.  11.And it came about when he came near to Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, ‘See now, I know that you are a beautiful woman;  12.and it will come about when the Egyptians see you, that they will say,  ‘This is his wife’; and they will kill me, but they will let you live.  13.Please say that you are my sister so that it may go well with me because of you and that I may live on account of you.”  14.“And it came about when Abram came into Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful.  15.And Pharaoh’s officials saw her and praised her to Pharaoh; and the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house.  16.Therefore he treated Abram well for her sake; and gave him sheep and oxen and donkeys and male and female servants and female donkeys and camels.  17.“But the Lord struck Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife.  18.Then Pharaoh called Abram and said, ‘What is this you have done to me?  Why did you not tell me she was your wife?  19.Why did you say, she is my sister, so that I took her for my wife?  Now then, here is your wife, take her and go.  20.And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him; and they escorted him away, with his wife and all that belonged to him.”

1. Abraham seems to have had a legitimate reason to journey to Egypt.
· Abraham decided to leave the land that God had promised to him and his offspring, but there is no indication that Abraham sought God’s guidance as he departed.
· Why did Abraham seemingly not inquire of the Lord?  Was he trusting in human calculations?
· ‘Sojourn’ (jur) indicates a temporary stay

2. Abraham makes a foolish decision based upon fear 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Abraham’s vision to receive the promised land is here sorely challenged.
· What Abraham and Sarai claimed was partly true – she was his ‘half-sister’, but such compromise cannot bring about good.   {Was Hagar also included in the bounty in verse 16?}
· There is a fine is the line between godly faith and human self-deception.  Here is a spiritual giant of the faith, but also a man of fragile and foolish fallen nature. 

3. God intervenes to protect Abraham and Sarah 
· God’s divine interference was necessary to preserve His promise (Ezek. 36:22).  It took plagues to restore Sarai (v. 17) and deportation to get Abraham back on track (v. 20)
· A 2nd occurrence later in the same area (toward Negev in the area of Gerar -- Gen. 20:2,12-13).  
· It appears that in spite of Abraham’s sinful action, God allowed him to keep the accumulated wealth from Pharaoh, “and all that belonged to him” (vs. 16, 20).

Discussion Questions:

1. What did God actually promise to Abraham and why is that significant to us today?

2. Why did God bless Abraham even in spite of his sinful behavior? 

3. If God intended to bless the nations through Abraham, why did it take so very long for it to occur?

Introduction:
1. Here we have the 1st stage of Abram’s life in the calling and emigration to Canaan as Abram enters into God’s service.  “In the particular we see the general, in the individual the whole, and in the small the great.” (Lisco)
2. In this early Genesis account, Pharaoh and Egypt provide a place of safety for God’s chosen people.  This is especially seen in the two-fold folly / occurrence of Sarah acknowledged as Abraham’s sister (chapters 12 & 20) where God clearly preserves the sacredness of their marriage.  {Mysteriously and ironically, the Egyptian Hagar was likely obtained at this time.}
3. God’s calling of Abram here is clearly verified as a pilgrimage of personal faith and obedience.  Covenant relationship and communion were forged in the illumination granted to this solitary nomadic family.  At this juncture, wealth accumulates because of God’s blessing and not because of Abraham’s prudence.
4. Natural & spiritual: “I will make you a great nation” -- but still his wife was unfruitful, “I will bless you” -- but still no possession of the land, and “I will make your name great” -- but still he was a stranger in a strange land.  
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